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Robert Seem Named Interim 
Director of the Geneva 
Experiment Station
GENEVA, NY: Robert C. Seem , Corne ll U n ivers ity  p ro fe sso r o f 
p lant pathology, has been nam ed interim  d ire cto r o f the New  
Yo rk  S tate Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation, e ffective  January  
1, 2004. Seem  has served as the S ta tion 's  assoc ia te  d ire cto r 
s ince 1990. Jam es E. Hunter, w ho  has served as the d ire cto r 
o f the S tation  fo r 13.5 years, had p rev iously  announced  his 
p lans to  resign as director. H un te r w ill investigate  the d ivers ity  
o f in te ractions betw een academ e and industry  beg inn ing 
January  1, 2004.
H unte r said tha t he has every con fidence  in B ob  Seem  
because "the re 's  noth ing at the S tation  abou t w h ich  Bob is not 
well in form ed."
"Bob 's  ded icated  serv ice fo r 13 yea rs  as assoc ia te  d ire cto r has 
p repared him well fo r th is  ro le," said Susan A. Henry, The 
Ronald P. Lynch Dean o f A g ricu ltu re  and Life Sc iences. "I am 
con fiden t tha t he w ill be able to p rov ide the necessary  leadersh ip  and con tinu ity  to ensu re a seam less 
trans it ion  to  the new  adm in istra tion ."
"At th is  tim e, I expect to m a in ta in  all ongo ing p rogram s and not undertake any m a jo r in itia tives," said Seem . 
Curren t p rogram s include the im p lem enta tion  o f a new  adm in is tra tive  serv ice cen te r as part o f the 
un ive rs ity -w ide  W ork force Plann ing In itia tive , ongoing budget p lann ing, w o rk  w ith  the Ag &  Food Tech Park, 
and continu ing  deve lopm en t o f a new  V ineyard  Labora to ry  in Fredonia .
Seem  added, "The fundam en ta l role o f adm in is tra tion  is to m ake the S tation  a s tim u lating  and dynam ic  place 
w here facu lty  and s ta ff can e ffective ly  carry  out the ir research , ou treach  and education . I w an t to insure tha t 
rem a ins in e ffect during  the trans ition ."
Seem  is a native o f the A llen tow n  area in eastern  Pennsy lvan ia , and a g raduate  o f The  Pennsy lvan ia State 
University, w here he rece ived a B.S. in botany (B.S.), and a M.S. and Ph.D. in p lant pathology. He jo in ed  the 
depa rtm en t o f p lant pa tho logy  at Corne ll as an ass istan t p ro fe sso r o f p lant pa tho logy  in 1975, and was 
p rom oted to fu ll p ro fe sso r in 1998. Seem  spec ia lize s  in the ep idem io logy, biology, and contro l o f fru it and 
vege tab le  d iseases w ith  em phas is  on the deve lopm en t o f dec is ion  support system s ranging from  sim ple 
m ode ls  o f d isease to  soph istica ted  s im u la tion  m odels. He is w ide ly  respected fo r his creative and inclusive 
app roaches to research , and fo r his app lica tions o f new  te chno log ie s  to  so lv ing  p rob lem s. He is a leading 
au tho rity  in the app lica tion  o f geograph ic  in fo rm ation  system s and h igh-reso lu tion  w ea the r fo recasting  to the 
m anagem en t o f p lant d iseases.
Pictures are linked to hi-res scans
Robert C. Seem
Seem  has conducted  research  in Austra lia , New  Zea land and Norway, and prov ided techn ica l ass is tan ce  in 
Hungary, M orocco, and the Peop le 's Repub lic  o f China. He has p roduced over 150 research  pub lica tions w ith 
his g raduate  s tuden ts  and support staff. A s  assoc ia te  director, he is part o f the S ta tion 's  m anagem en t team  
w ith  spec ific  respons ib ilit ie s  fo r research  farm  opera tions and the outly ing  fac ilit ie s  in Fredon ia . In recent 
yea rs  Seem  has focused  on the S ta tion 's  in te raction  w ith  o the r research  sta tions in the Northeast and across 
the nation, as well as re la tion sh ips  w ith  federa l agencies.
Recogn iz ing  tha t a search fo r the next d ire cto r w ill take som e tim e, Dean Henry assured facu lty  and s ta ff o f 
the "high p rio rity  tha t I and the rest o f the Co llege leadersh ip  p lace on find ing  an outstand ing  ind iv idua l to 
succeed Jim  Hunter." To get input on the search , Dean Henry  has schedu led  a m eeting  w ith  fa cu lty  and sta ff 
at the Experim ent S tation  fo r N ovem ber 10. If the search goes as p lanned, Dean Henry  expects  a new 
d ire cto r to  be in p lace by June  2004.
The 123-year old Experim ent S tation is a SU N Y-supported  research  and extens ion  institu tion , located in 
G eneva, NY, tha t invo lves 46 facu lty  m em bers, app rox im ate ly  230 staff, 70 g raduate  students, 800 acres  of 
research  p lots, and a budget exceed ing  $20 m illion. Today 's  researchers  concen tra te  on all a ctiv it ie s  re lated 
to  fru its, vege tab les , and turf, to im prove and susta in  New  York 's  $3 b illion agricu ltu re  industry.
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